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“To this war of 
every man against 
every man, this also 
in consequent; that 
nothing can be 
unjust. The notions 
of right and wrong, 
justice and injustice 
have there no 
place. Where there 
is no common 
power, there is no 
law, where no law, 
no injustice. Force, 
and fraud, are in 
war the cardinal 
virtues.”











“What is the 
heart but a 
spring, and 
the nerves 
but so many 
strings, and 
the joints 
but so many 
wheels, 
giving 
motion to 
the whole 
body?”











The Body Politic

• “The universe, the whole mass of things that are, is corporeal, that is to 
say, body, and hath the dimensions of magnitude, length, breadth and 
depth. Every part of the universe is ‘body’ and that which is not ‘body’ is 
no part of the universe, and because the universe is all, that which is no 
part of it is nothing, and consequently nowhere.”

• the body politic “is a fictitious body”  contrasting it with a natural body.
• a central purpose of Hobbes’s political philosophy was to cast the fiction of 

the body politic upon the imaginations of his readers.
• Sought to transform the imagination of his readers:

• Enlighten humankind from spiritual darkness  would efface the false ideas that 
lead to sedition

• Replace religious imagery with the fiction of the body politic  transform the 
relation between people and the commonwealth
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